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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 1 50 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The 
disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "faciliat" (Page 
22, para 1, line 4) is misspelled the word should read "facilitate". Appropriate correction 
is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Abrahamson et al. (US Patent 2004/0109431). 

As for claim 1, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, comprising: 

selecting and operating with a communication network (Abstract; Page 2, 
para 0015; and Page 7, para 0089); 

after regaining signal coverage from an out-of-coverage condition with the 
communication network, or after powering on from a power-off state (Page 3, 
para 0040-0042; Page 4, para 0053-0054; and Page 5, para 0070), performing 
the following acts of: 

scanning to identify a plurality of communication networks in a 
coverage area within which the mobile station is operating; if a home 
communication network of the mobile station is identified as being 
available by the scanning, selecting and operating with the home 
communication network; and otherwise, if the communication network is 
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identified as being available by the scanning, continuing operation with the 
communication network (Abstract; Page 4, para 0046; Page 6-7, para 
0085; and Page 7, para 0087). 
As for claim 2, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, wherein the communication network comprises a Registered Public Land 
Mobile Network (RPLMN) during the method (Page 3, para 0041 and Page 4, para 
0054). 

As for claim 3, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, wherein the home communication network comprises a Home Public 
Land Mobile Network (HPLMN) of the mobile station (Page 5, para 0066-0068 & 0072 
and Page 6, para 0074 & 0083). 

As for claim 4, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, further comprising: otherwise, if the communication network is identified 
as being unavailable by the scanning, selecting and operating with an alternate 
communication network based on a prioritized network list (Page 2, para 0026 and 
Page 5, para 0067). 

As for claim 5, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, wherein the act of scanning comprises receiving a Mobile Country Code 
(MCC) and Mobile Network Code (MNC) pair for each communication network available 
in the coverage area (Page 5, para 0066). 

As for claim 6, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, wherein the communication networks are operative in accordance with 
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Global Systems for Mobile Communications (GSM) (Abstract; Page 1 , para 0003; and 
Page 3, para 0031 & 0040). 

As for claim 7, Abrahamson et al. teaches a mobile station, comprising: 

a wireless transceiver; an antenna coupled to the wireless transceiver 
(Page 6, para 0081-0082); 

one or more processors coupled to the wireless transceiver (Page 6, para 
0083 and Page 7, para 0091); 

the one or more processors being configured to select a communication 
network with which to communicate by: 

selecting and operating with a communication network (Abstract; 
Page 2, para 0015; and Page 7, para 0089); 

after regaining signal coverage from an out-of-coverage condition 
with the communication network, or after powering on from a power-off 
state (Page 3, para 0040-0042; Page 4, para 0053-0054; and Page 5, 
para 0070), performing the following acts of: 

scanning to identify a plurality of communication networks in 
a coverage area within which the mobile station is operating; if a 
home communication network of the mobile station is identified as 
being available by the scanning, selecting and operating with the 
home communication network; and otherwise, if the communication 
network is identified as being available by the scanning, continuing 
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operation with the communication network (Abstract; Page 4, para 
0046; Page 6-7, para 0085; and Page 7, para 0087). 

Regarding claim 8, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 2 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 9, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 3 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 10, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 4 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 11, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 5 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 12, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 6 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

As for claim 13, Abrahamson et al. teaches a communication system, 
comprising: 

a first communication network; a second communication network; one or 
more mobile stations which are operable with the first and the second 
communication networks (Page 2, para 0015 and Page 7, para 0089); 
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the one or more mobile stations having the second communication 
network designated as a home communication network (Page 5, para 0066 with 
respect to Page 7, para 0089); 

the one or more mobile stations being operative to: 

selecting and operating with a communication network (Abstract; 
Page 2, para 0015; and Page 7, para 0089); 

after regaining signal coverage from an out-of-coverage condition 
with the communication network, or after powering on from a power-off 
state (Page 3, para 0040-0042; Page 4, para 0053-0054; and Page 5, 
para 0070), performing the following acts of: 

scanning to identify a plurality of communication networks in 
a coverage area within which the mobile station is operating; if a 
home communication network of the mobile station is identified as 
being available by the scanning, selecting and operating with the 
home communication network; and otherwise, if the communication 
network is identified as being available by the scanning, continuing 
operation with the communication network (Abstract; Page 4, para 
0046; Page 6-7, para 0085; and Page 7, para 0087). 
Regarding claim 14, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 2 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed communication system would perform the 
network selection method steps. 
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Regarding claim 15, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 3 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed communication system would perform the 
network selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 16, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 4 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed communication system would perform the 
network selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 17, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 5 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed communication system would perform the 
network selection method steps. 

As for claim 18, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, comprising: 

receiving a user input for manually selecting a communication network for 
the mobile station; selecting and operating with the manually-selected 
communication network in response to the user input (Page 5, para 0069-0070 
and Page 7, para 0088); 

after regaining signal coverage from an out-of-coverage condition 
with the communication network, or after powering on from a power-off 
state (Page 3, para 0040-0042; Page 4, para 0053-0054; and Page 5, 
para 0070), performing the following acts of: 

scanning to identify a plurality of communication networks in 
a coverage area within which the mobile station is operating; if a 
home communication network of the mobile station is identified as 
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being available by the scanning, selecting and operating with the 
home communication network; and otherwise, if the communication 
network is identified as being available by the scanning, continuing 
operation with the communication network (Abstract; Page 4, para 
0046; Page 6-7, para 0085; and Page 7, para 0087). 
As for claim 19, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, wherein the home communication network comprises a Home Public 
Land Mobile Network (HPLMN) of the mobile station. 

As for claim 20, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, wherein the communication network comprises a Registered Public Land 
Mobile Network (RPLMN) during the method. 

As for claim 21 , Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, wherein the communication networks are operative in accordance with 
Global Systems for Mobile Communications (GSM). 

As for claim 22, Abrahamson et al. teaches a network selection method for a 
mobile station, further comprising: 

in response to the visual input prompt, receiving a user input for manually 
selecting the home communication network; and in response to the user input, 
registering and operating with the home communication network (Page 5, para 
0069-0070 and Page 7, para 0088). 

As for claim 23, Abrahamson et al. teaches a mobile station, comprising: 
a user interface (Fig 1a-c:150a-c and Page 7, para 0088); 
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a wireless transceiver; an antenna coupled to the wireless transceiver 
(Page 6, para 0081-0082); 

one or more processors coupled to the wireless transceiver (Page 6, para 
0083 and Page 7, para 0091); 

the one or more processors being configured to provide for the selection 
of a communication network by: 

receiving a user input for manually selecting a communication network for 
the mobile station; selecting and operating with the manually-selected 
communication network in response to the user input (Page 5, para 0069-0070 
and Page 7, para 0088); 

after regaining signal coverage from an out-of-coverage condition 
with the communication network, or after powering on from a power-off 
state (Page 3, para 0040-0042; Page 4, para 0053-0054; and Page 5, 
para 0070), performing the following acts of: 

scanning to identify a plurality of communication networks in 
a coverage area within which the mobile station is operating; if, as 
identified from the scanning, the home communication network is 
available: causing a visual input prompt to be displayed for manual 
selection of the home communication network (Abstract; Page 4, 
para 0046; Page 5, para 0069-0070; Page 6-7, para 0085; and 
Page 7, para 0087-0088); and 
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if, as identified from the scanning, the communication 
network is available and a home communication network of the 
mobile station is unavailable: continuing operations with the 
communication network (Page 5, para 0067-0070). 
Regarding claim 24, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 19 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 25, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 20 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 26, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 21 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 27, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 22 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station would perform the network 
selection method steps. 

As for claim 28, Abrahamson et al. teaches a communication system, 
comprising: 

a first communication network; a second communication network; one or 
more mobile stations which are operable with the first and the second 
communication networks (Page 2, para 0015 and Page 7, para 0089); 
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one or more processors coupled to the wireless transceiver (Page 6, para 
0083 and Page 7, para 0091); 

the one or more processors being configured to provide for the selection 
of a communication network by: 

receiving a user input for manually selecting a communication network for 
the mobile station; selecting and operating with the manually-selected 
communication network in response to the user input (Page 5, para 0069-0070 
and Page 7, para 0088); 

after regaining signal coverage from an out-of-coverage condition 
with the communication network, or after powering on from a power-off 
state (Page 3, para 0040-0042; Page 4, para 0053-0054; and Page 5, 
para 0070), performing the following acts of: 

scanning to identify a plurality of communication networks in 
a coverage area within which the mobile station is operating; if, as 
identified from the scanning, the home communication network is 
available: causing a visual input prompt to be displayed for manual 
selection of the home communication network (Abstract; Page 4, 
para 0046; Page 5, para 0069-0070; Page 6-7, para 0085; and 
Page 7, para 0087-0088); and 

if, as identified from the scanning, the communication 
network is available and a home communication network of the 
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mobile station is unavailable: continuing operations with the 
communication network (Page 5, para 0067-0070). 

Regarding claim 29, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 19 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed communication system would perform the 
network selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 30, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 20 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed communication system would perform the 
network selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 31, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 21 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed communication system would perform the 
network selection method steps. 

Regarding claim 32, see explanation as set forth regarding claim 22 (network 
selection method claim) because the claimed mobile station communication system the 
network selection method steps. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Johannesson et al. (US Patent 2002/01 19774) teaches a method for selecting a 
public land mobile network to serve a mobile station includes the step of receiving at the 
mobile station a list of data associated with networks neighboring the PLMN currently 
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serving the mobile station. A new PLMN to serve the mobile station is selected based 
upon the list of data, and the mobile station changes to the selected new PLMN. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Janelle N. Young whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday: 8:30 am 
through 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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August 10, 2006 
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